Introduction
Systematic research on the lizards of the Islamic Republic of Iran (henceforth Iran) has a long tradition reaching back to the early 19 th century when Olivier (1804) described Agama ruderata (= Trapelus ruderatus) based on material collected in Persia (Iran). A literal burst of species descriptions came by the end of the 19 th and the beginning of the 20 th century with the catalogues and accounts on the Persian herpetofauna by Blanford (1874a Blanford ( , 1874b Blanford ( , 1876 Blanford ( , 1881 , Boulenger (1885 Boulenger ( , 1887 Boulenger ( , 1920 Boulenger ( , 1921 , Werner (1895 Werner ( , 1904 Werner ( , 1917 Werner ( , 1929 Werner ( , 1936 , and Nikolsky (1896 Nikolsky ( , 1903 Nikolsky ( , 1907 Nikolsky ( , 1915 when the number of lizard species known to Iran exceeded 90 (Fig. 1) . During the 20 th century the explorations continued and resulted in the studies by Karl P. Schmidt (1939 Schmidt ( , 1952 Schmidt ( , 1955 and, most of all, Steven C. Anderson, whose crucial contributions to the Iranian reptile research (Anderson 1963 (Anderson , 1968 (Anderson , 1973 (Anderson , 1974 (Anderson , 1979 (Anderson , 1993 Anderson & Leviton 1966a , 1966b Minton et al. 1970; Leviton & Anderson 1972; Dixon & Anderson 1973; Leviton et al. 1992) reached their climax in the monumental book The Lizard of Iran (Anderson 1999) . Maps of the distribution of the lizards of Iran have been published by several authors, the most notable ones by Tuck (1971a) , Schleich (1977) , and Anderson (1999) .
Within the last two decades, the biggest influence on the taxonomic knowledge of the Iranian lizards has been made by numerous, mostly Iranian herpetologists, most notably by F. Ahmadzadeh, N. Rastegar-Pouyani, and F. Torki, who in total described 23 currently valid lizard species (Rastegar-Pouyani 1996 , 1998a 
